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"Where has this man's soul gone?" A child who asks this question
can easily be taught about the soul. Crores of illiterate Indian
children realize the distinction between truth and falsehood, between
love and hate, from the very age that they begin to understand
things. Is there a child who would not recognize the nectar-like
stream of love or, the embers of wrath glowing or blazing from his
parents5 eyes? The student who has put the question seems to
have forgotten his own childhood. I therefore wish to remind him
of the fact that he had experience of parental love before he
acquired a knowledge of the alphabet. Love, truth and the soul
would have been forgotten long ago' had these required language
in order to reveal themselves.
The passages quoted by the correspondent do not advise put-
ting abstract truth before children but explain that we should
exhibit before them immortal virtues like truth and prove to them
that they, too, have them. In brief, formation of character should
have priority over knowledge of the alphabet. If this order is re-
versed, the attempt would be like- putting the cart before the horse
and making it push the cart with its nose, and would meet with
the same success as the latter course. It is because he realized the
truth of this that Darwin's contemporary, the scientist Wallace,
said at the age of ninety that in basic moral standards he saw in
the so-called educated and reformed nations no progress over the
Negroes who are regarded as uncivilized. If we were not under
the spell of the various external temptations that exist today, we
would realize the truth of Wallace's statement and plan and frame
our educational curriculum in a different manner.
I will ask a counter-question in reply to the question regard-
ing the ten-headed Ravana. Which of the two ideas can be more
readily explained to a child? Is it easier to convince him that
a ten-headed creature which could never have been created
existed in the form of Ravana, or is it easier to make him aware
of the ten-headed Ravana who lives secretly like a thief in the
heart of each one of us? In believing that the child is devoid of
imagination and intellectual powers, we do him grave injustice
and belittle ourselves. To say that a child does understand does
not imply that he understands things without our explaining them
to him. Despite every effort to convince a child to that effect,
he will not accept the idea that a human being with ten heads
can actually exist, whereas he will understand the idea of the ten-
headed Ravana who has entered our hearts as soon as it is ex-
plained to him.
I hope now th^t the student will not ask me why I do not